Memorandum

To:              Dr. Schafer

From:         Team Calvin

Date:           Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Subject:      Status Report

Dr. Schafer,

The team did a demonstration to Dr. Bauer and the grad students yesterday. From this demonstration, we are heading to the right direction, but there are more improvements that need to be done.

Plan for this week:

· Refine the 3-point control code

· Work on the dependent swarming code (more than one hovercraft)
· Keep on the RSSI testing (to determine appropriate beacon strength) (Matt)

· Complete the control circuitry testing (Clem & Mario)

· Complete the research of the hardware source (Mario)

Open issues include:

· Finding the right environment to test the hovercraft (still waiting for the carpet to get ripped off the floor and tiles to be installed)

· Finding the best control circuitry (instead of using relays, use power transistor)

· Vinyl supplier has not been found yet

· Waiting for the research fund to come in, so that we can order more materials for the third and fourth hovercrafts 

· Determining how long the batteries can last

Resolved issues include:

· The building of the second hovercraft is completed and it’s ready to go

· Skeleton of 3-point control is done

· Independent swarming (the two hovercrafts doing it independent to each other)

· We found the corrugated plastic material supplier

· New batteries perform over our expectation

We finally finished Task 3. You can find attached to the email is the files that we created for task 3. To answer the question why there are three different routines in the library code that are called LCD_dec(), the function needs to be overloaded to be able to accept different types of variables as input.
