EE 41430


Memorandum

To: 

Dr. Schafer

From:

“The 5-0”

Date:

Monday, January 22, 2007

Subject:
Status Report

Dr. Schafer,

With a short week and many organizational duties accompanying the first week of class, there’s not a whole lot to report this week.  Some items of interest:

1) Jason has been working on contacting the police department to get definitive information on device priority in the control system.  As of Tuesday morning we have that information in hand, and will discuss that with each other and with you at our first meeting.

2) We have loaned a powered protoboard from Clint for use in the hardware design portion of the project.  Pete has finally obtained some solid-state relays for testing purpose in the design of the switching mechanism.

3) Martin and Mike have come up with an initial draft pseudocode for how the system’s software will function.  It’s attached in the Word files “50softplan.doc” and “50softplan2.doc.”  Hopefully, in our first group meeting, we can discuss the initial draft.  The drafting process has helped us to better organize our thoughts; we now  feel like we understand “how much work we have to do” now, with each box entailing a pretty significant amount of code and software/hardware synchronization to determine when the car starts, the battery level, whether or not the alternator is charging the battery, etc. 

4) The group has been discussing a weekly meeting time.  After analyzing everyone’s schedule, we’ve come up with the following proposed times:

*Friday, 1 – 1:30 PM

*Tuesday, 8:45 AM start time (to give some breathing room for our 9:30 AM classes).

At our first meeting, we hope to discuss the preliminary software proposal; some part ordering decisions for time chips and an external EEPROM chip; pin selection and utilization from the point of view of writing the software; and other issues.



























































































