5-0 Minutes – 02/23/07

Component Parts Update

Jason and Pete are assembling a prototype circuit using current sensor and power FET samples. After some experimentation, the current sensor used did not seem to be sensitive enough. The use of opto-isolators was discussed relative to microcontroller inputs and outputs. After consultation with Dr. Schafer, it was decided that an NFET driver device was not needed; the isolator output should be enough to drive the power FET gate.
Schematics

Jason and Pete have traced out most of the wires within the car that are relative to our system. The last bit of tracing requires removing some seats and equipment from the car, and Clint was out for several days and unavailable to provide the necessary hand tools. However, this shouldn’t have any effect on the prototype development.

Equipment for Testing

Mike and Mary inquired about obtaining a powered board of the type used in Logic Design class to drives some LEDs for testing some of the software logic. Dr. Schafer indicated that this shouldn’t be necessary since the current microcontroller set-up is capable of driving the LEDs.
Battery Installation


The new battery has been on order with Clint, but has not arrived. Jason and Pete explained to the group the odd and difficult location of the battery, and how changing it requires removing the front passenger side tire. 
Other Topics of Interest


The Venture Challenge was brought up again and the group reaffirmed their willingness to participate. It was decided that the necessary PowerPoint slides and reports would be created over the weekend.
