5-0 Minutes – 02/23/07

Component Parts Update

Optical isolators, power MOSFETs, timing crystals, fuse clips, and prototype boards were ordered and will arrive next week.  The prototype circuit is being assembled using current sensor and power FET samples. There is some concern that the current sensor used did not provide a great enough variance between voltages.

For the test, the sample motor was determined to have the following characteristics: a required 12 V to function, a threshold current of 2.6 A to start the engine, a current of .73 A to stop the motor, and a functioning current of .73 – 1.09 A. 
Eagle Ware Schematics

The schematic of the board circuit will be designed by the end of this upcoming week.
Equipment for Testing

Mike and Mary inquired about obtaining a powered board of the type used in Logic Design class to drives some LEDs for testing some of the software logic. Dr. Schafer indicated that this shouldn’t be necessary since the current microcontroller set-up is capable of driving the LEDs.
Battery Installation


The new battery has arrived and will be used in the prototype. The batter will then be installed after the prototype is developed. The installation will be difficult because of the odd and difficult location of the battery, and how changing it requires removing the front passenger side tire. 
Other Topics of Interest


The Venture Challenge approved the project for the next round. The project was placed in the prototype category. The next step of the competition will be the creation of a business plan.
